A Century of Standard Oil in Baton Rouge

an exhibition of photographs
April 13 - August 15, 2009

Hill Memorial Library

LSU Libraries’ Special Collections

This exhibition features early 20th century images
from a photographic album, currently on loan to
the LSU Libraries’ Special Collections from Marna
and Melvin Shortess. Mrs. Shortess is the grand-
daughter of J. A. Bechtold, who was an accountant
with Standard Oil when the company was first
chartered in East Baton Rouge Parish on

April 13, 1909. Bechtold photographed a variety of
subjects in 1909 and the years following:

mule teams clearing the land for the plant’s
construction, workers erforming calisthenics, and
the Stanocola baseball team and band, to name a few.

Bechtold’s captivating photographs, along with

supplemental material from Special Collections

including items from the Louis Link Papers,

highlight Standard Oil’s impact on and relationship

with LSU and the larger Baton Rouge community. _

The exhibition runs through August 15.

The library is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
When classes are in session, the library is open Tuesday
evenings until 8 p.m. For more information, visit the
Special Collections web site at www.lib.Isu.edu/special.

Seeking interview candidates for oral history project

The LSU Libraries’ Special Collections Williams Center for Oral History is starting a project to document the history of
Standard Oil/ExxonMobil in the Baton Rouge community. We are interested in interviewing people who worked in the
industry and/or lived in the neighborhoods adjacent to the plant from the 1930s through 1955. If you know someone who
would be a good interview candidate or are interested in being interviewed yourself, please contact the Center at

(225) 578-6577 or fill out a Contact Survey Form online at http://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/williams.



